The phoenix was no ordinary bird. Born from the dragon
Yingloong, it carried within it the power and might of the dragon. Its
voice blended melody and might be more enchanting than any other
sound in creation.

As the story goes, the phoenix would often visit the tribes of the
sunbirds, its presence a reminder of their shared heritage. The tribes
would gather to hear its song, enraptured by its beauty and power.

But there was one among the sunbird tribes who desired more than
anything to possess the phoenix’s voice. This young sunbird, filled with
hubris and ambition, sought to capture the phoenix and claim its voice
as his own.

In his folly, he followed the phoenix across valleys and mountains,
through forests and deserts. But no matter how hard he tried, he could
not capture the phoenix. His pursuit only angered the great bird, who

unleashed its full power against him.

This experience humbled the young sunbird. He realised the
phoenix’s voice could not be captured or controlled; it was a force of
nature, a gift from the heavens above. In his repentance, he swore never
again to seek to hold what was not his to control.
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Chapter 17 The Sound of Phoenix

The sunbird returned to his tribes, a wiser and humbler creature.
He learned that true beauty lay not in possession or power but in
understanding and respecting the natural order of things.

And so it was that the tribes of sunbirds and the phoenix lived in
harmony for many years. The phoenix’s voice echoed across the land, a
reminder of their shared heritage and a testament to the enduring power
of nature and beauty.

One day, the Yellow Emperor suffered from illness and poor health.
He had sought various treatment methods, but they had yet to work.

So one day, he decided to go deep into the mountains for
meditation. It was then that he suddenly heard the singing of the
phoenix. The singing was enchanting, constantly changing and blending
with the natural sounds. The Yellow Emperor was moved by this
beautiful singing and thought that it must come from the essence of
heaven and earth, echoing the laws of nature.

He pondered, what is the music of heaven and earth, the voice of
the universe? At that moment, he thought of a man named Lenkrun.'
Lenkrun was a wandering doctor who came from the distant north. He
said he could diagnose diseases by observing a patient’s complexion,
listening to their breathing, and then treating them with herbs and
acupuncture. Huangdi immediately sent someone to invite Lenkrun.

Upon receiving the invitation, Lenkrun quickly went to the palace
where Huangdi stayed. He carefully observed Yellow Emperor’s
complexion and then listened to his breathing.

After a careful diagnosis, he said, “Your Majesty, your physical
condition is not good. This is due to very complex matters.”

The Yellow Emperor asked, “So how should I treat it?”

Lenkrun replied, “Your Majesty, treating your illness requires
internal and external treatment. Internally, you need to regulate your
emotions and keep your mood upbeat. Externally, I can give you

1 Lenkrun is the god of music, whose abilities include simulating the natural
chirping of birds and creating beautiful music. His melodies possess healing powers
that can alleviate people’s physical and mental trauma. In ancient times, people
believed that Lenkrun's music could dispel diseases and disasters, making him a
deity of immense power and influence.

337

© EIR2026 {RFEANA

John Qiong

B, KRPOHREANZERZRER, REEHIEE
5 onal reading only. All rights r




acupuncture and herbal treatment.”
“I feel at ease and well when I hear the phoenix sound,” said

Huangdi. “Can you concoct a medicine from the music of the phoenix?”

t
?_
|

‘I will try my best,” said Lenkrun.

Lenkrun travelled across mountains and rivers, over fields and
lakes, until he came upon a secluded deep mountain where he heard
spring water tinkling and leaves rustling in the wind. He felt the rhythm
of nature and decided to create music from these sounds.

He struck a stone pestle against the inner wall of a bronze cauldron
used for alchemy. He mimicked the sounds of the spring water and
leaves, and with each strike, music echoed through the land for the first
time, bringing joy to all things. This beautiful music moved people, and
they came to learn from him.

But Lenkrun knew that this music only mimicked the sounds of
nature; it had yet to express human emotions and thoughts truly. So
he began to study creating an instrument that could genuinely convey
human feelings.

One day, Lenkrun saw a large tung tree in the mountains. Its
branches were lush and full, with birds singing as if all creatures were
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Chapter 17 The Sound of Phoenix

communicating with them. Inspired, he used this tree to craft a qin( 3% ).
The qin became the world’s earliest known stringed instrument. It is
a wooden instrument with a long neck and a range of movable metal
strings.

After much careful crafting, the qin was complete. When Lenkrun
played it, the notes seemed to come alive, filling the air and resonating
with every creature. People were drawn to this enchanting music and

339

© E372026 XA AT

John Qiong

PE . APDFRBEANZRZRER, REEHIEE
y. Al rights re .

5. For personal reading o




gathered around Lenkrun to experience its charm.

Inspired by the deep, resonating tones of the qin, Lenkrun

meticulously crafted a poetic melody that echoed ancient wisdom. He

then invited two young female vocalists, whose voices were as pure

and captivating as the morning dew, to bring his composition to life.

Together, as a trio, they performed their piece in front of the Yellow

Emperor. Lenkrun’s fingers danced gracefully on the strings of the qin,

producing a harmonious symphony of sound that enveloped the entire

court in a divine and ethereal ambiance.
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Song of the Phoenix

In the vibrance of a string, where yin meets yang's
embrace,

The road of heaven and earth interlaces with grace.
In pursuit of the dao, through the cosmos we soar,
Unveiling the mysteries that the sages of yore

adore.

From the union of Beksxia and Nuwa, love's eternal
flame,

For the destiny of mortals, they carve their
venerable name.

With the dragon's might and the phoenix's song,
Nuk rises, in wisdom strong.

Through Huaxia’ s veins, the ancient blood flows,
In unity, our spirit forever grows.

The phoenix’ s lament, a symphony of fate,

In its melody, our hearts resonate.

Ascending to the heavens, its cry pierces the sky,
A plea for harmony, on its wings we rely.

In our journey toward enlightenment, let us all
engage,

For in unity, we shall script the future's page.
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Chapter 17 The Sound of Phoenix

Lenkrun finally mastered the art of simulating the sounds of nature
and the cries of the phoenix with his qin. He continuously created
exquisite melodies and presented them to the Yellow Emperor. Before
long, Emperor Huangdi had fully recovered.

The the Yellow Emperor was captivated by Lenkrun’s music. His
eyes sparkled with surprise and joy as if he had seen the sun after a
long absence. The music flowed through his heart like a clear spring,
washing away his suffering and filling him with peace.

Day after day, Emperor Huang found strength in Lenkrun’s
melodies. The power of the music nourished him like spring rain and
warmed him like summer sunshine. With each note, the Yellow Emperor
felt a new vitality awaken within him.

Finally, on a bright morning, the Yellow Emperor fully recovered.
Standing by the window of his palace, he looked out at the distant
mountains and listened to Lenkrun play the song of the phoenix. His
face glowed with a new radiance, and his eyes shone with gratitude.

From that day on, the story of the Yellow Emperor and Lenkrun
was told throughout the land. People marvelled at the magical power of
music and praised Lenkrun for his reverence for nature and his care for
others. The Yellow Emperor’s recovery became a legendary symbol of
the healing power of music.

From then on, people used music to express their emotions and
thoughts. They played the qin, sang, and danced, making their lives
more colourful. Lenkrun was revered as the father of music, and his
name and the sound of the qin were forever engraved in human history.

The relationship between heaven, earth, and music became
intertwined. People believed that music aligned with the pulse of heaven
and earth, connecting with the human spirit. As the instrument that best
expressed human emotion, the qin became a bridge between heaven,
earth, and humans.

People gathered around bonfires at nightfall, playing the qin and
singing ancient ballads. The sound filled the night sky, resonating with
the stars as if heaven and earth were listening to this beautiful melody.
They believed that through music, they could speak to heaven and feel
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the rhythm of the universe and the pulse of life.

The qin became a symbol of cultural heritage. Generation after
generation of qin players carried on Lenkrun’s music, teaching their
disciples how to play the qin and understand its deeper meaning. They
viewed the qin as a tool for cultivating character and wisdom, gaining
insights into truths between heaven and earth and the wisdom of life
through playing it.

Over time, the art of playing the qin flourished. People
continuously explored new techniques and expressions, making the
music of the qin more diverse. Yet throughout these changes, the qin
retained its unique charm and essence, becoming an essential part of

Chinese culture.
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Chapter 18 Divine Remnants and the Dawn of
Humanity

During the day, the mighty Yellow Emperor, sovereign of the
heavens and earth, was traversing his dominion when he unexpectedly
encountered the profound and insightful Bakdrak. Its eyes, like pools of
knowledge, bowed deeply in reverence. Possessing immense wisdom
and strength, Bakdrak was omniscient about all things under the vault of
heaven.

Bakdrak was no ordinary beast. With its snow-white coat and
glimmering, antler-like horns, it stands as a symbol of purity and
divinity. Deep and penetrating, its eyes seem to hold the universe’s
secrets within their gaze.

“O great emperor,” said Bakdrak, “I have been waiting for you. I
have knowledge that can aid you in your rule.”
Intrigued, Huangdi asked, “What knowledge do you possess that
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Chapter 18 Divine Remnants and the Dawn of Humanity

can benefit me and my people?”

Bakdrak replied, “I know the ways of all creatures, both great and
small. I understand the patterns of the heavens and the earth. With my
knowledge, you can bring peace and prosperity to your realm.”

So it was that Huangdi and Bakdrak struck a pact. The emperor
would provide Bakdrakwith a haven within his realm, and in return,
Bakdrak would share its vast knowledge with him.

Together, they travelled the length and breadth of the empire,
Bakdrak pointing out the signs and omens that foretold future events.
With its guidance, Huangdi was able to avert disasters and ensure the
well-being of his people.

In time, Bakdrak’s fame spread far and wide. People from all
corners of the empire came to seek its wisdom and blessing. Bakdrak,
ever generous with its knowledge, dispensed advice and comfort to all
who sought it out.

Bakdrak revealed his profound knowledge of Huaxia to the Yellow
Emperor, spanning the next five thousand years...

In the eastern reaches of Huaxia, near the present-day Shandong
province, stands a proud dynasty descended from sun bird ancestors.
Tracing their lineage back to the esteemed Golden Sky Clan—also
known as the Yujia tribe—they are renowned for their profound
kinship with avian creatures. At the helm of this esteemed dynasty
is Shaohao( 7> & ), born of the mythical Yellow Emperor and the
ingenious Leizu, the latter renowned for revolutionizing the breeding of
silk worms.

The east is renowned as the birthplace of the sun, and wherever
Shaohao and his followers roam, they bring with them a radiance that
illuminates every crevice. Darkness and shadows melt away in their
presence, giving way to an aura of respect and awe.

They hold the deepest secrets of avian existence, ruling the skies
with their soaring heights and piercing gaze, blessed with remarkable
foresight. With effortless grace, they cross continents, embarking on
daily odysseys around the globe, ever vigilant and always learning.
Through their encounters with the world’s diverse cultures, they have
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amassed vast knowledge in agriculture, technology, and industry. Their
unique mingling with humanity and other earthly creatures has spawned
a lineage of magnificent winged beings.

The eastern sea glows with a peach-colored tranquility, its breeze
growing chill as autumn settles in. During this golden season, a warm
light engulfs everything, rolling over the hills and reflecting the sun’s
rays, painting the sky in a sea of golden radiance. This vibrant land
teems with birds and bird-men, adorned in golden masks and protective
attire, their pristine feathers sparkling as if dipped in molten gold. On
the pinnacle of a secluded island, they convene to exchange worldly
wisdom. Just east of this island stands a sacred tree, its branches
cradling eggs destined to hatch a new generation of bird-men.

These bird-men were followers of the Dao, deeply immersed in the
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Chapter 18 Divine Remnants and the Dawn of Humanity

universal flow and skilled in communicating between the earth and the
cosmos. While Darwin postulated our ape ancestry, perhaps some of us
trace our lineage to these bird-men. Over 10,000 years ago, the eastern
Chinese seas were abundant with these winged beings, co-creating a
rich culture alongside humans. Many sought their secrets of longevity,
while children rode on their backs, soaring to dizzying heights and
splashing through waters in play. These bird-men are transformative,
alternating between human and avian forms. They exhibit a dazzling
array of shapes, some resembling dragon-bird hybrids, phoenixes, lion-
birds, and countless other varieties.

Let me elucidate how the mystical threads of Daoism intertwine
with the structured weaves of Confucianism, set against the backdrop
of a vast and melodious universe akin to a celestial orchestra. In a
time shrouded in myth, the world was different, a realm where the
heavens and earth engaged in a divine dance, where deities and mortals
shared the same soil. This was the realm of Daoism, where the cosmos
whispered secrets to those attuned to its subtle frequencies. Picture a
universe not only composed of matter and space, but of music, a grand,
intricate symphony where every entity, every star, every blade of grass,
played its unique note. In this Daoist world, harmony was not just an
ideal; it was the essence of existence, a delicate balance achieved by
aligning with universal frequencies and cosmic rhythms that orchestrate
the dance of galaxies and the fluttering of leaves.

To keep it really simple, think of the universe like a giant guitar.
The strings on this guitar can vibrate in different ways. When these
vibrations mix together, they make a special kind of sound or frequency.
If we put a lot of these frequencies together, they can make a space
or even a whole world. Now, if we are in one world that has its own
type of vibration, we can’t see or be in other worlds that have different
vibrations. Each of these worlds has its own set of rules for time and
space. So, in one world, living for 100 years might feel like just a short
time compared to another world, where it could feel much longer, like
300 years. All these different spaces and times are made by something
called “daos”. There’s not just one “dao” but many, and they all begin
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from a single vibration that grows, spreads out, and keeps multiplying,
then returns to the single string again. This is how people long ago
thought the world and everything in it was created. The universe and the
world is an eternal return. It’s a loop, it circulates like this over and over
again.

As time unfolded, a new chapter emerged in humanity’s saga.
The seeds of intellect and introspection sown over generations
began to sprout, giving rise to a new way of thinking, a new way of
being. This was the dawn of Confucianism, a philosophy born from
humanity’s evolving self-awareness and its desire to redefine its place
in the cosmos. No longer were humans mere participants in the divine
dance; they were now architects of their own destiny, builders of social
structures rooted in ethics, morality, and human relationships.

Confucianism not only presented a new worldview, but also
proposed a reimagined social fabric where harmony was sought in
the balance of relationships, in the correctness of action and thought,
and in the structured elegance of societal order. It marked a shift
from the ethereal to the tangible, from cosmic alignment to human-
centered ethics, signifying a pivotal moment in the evolution of human
consciousness.

Emperor Shaohao had a brother named Changyi( & 7 ). As the
eldest son of the Yellow Emperor, Shaohao reigned in the eastern part
of China, while Changyi, being the younger brother, chose to venture
westward. He settled in the Shu State( % [#, today’ Sichuan region),
which corresponds to the modern Sichuan region. There, he married
a woman from the Shushan clan, and together, they welcomed a son
named Zhuanxu( i 5 ).

This union between Changyi, symbolized as a bird-man, and
his wife, represented as a fish-woman, resulted in their son Zhuanxu
possessing unique features, half human and half fish, with eyes
protruding like those of a crab. Such eye characteristics are commonly
observed among various sea creatures.

It’s worth noting that the Yellow Emperor’s first wife was skilled in
silkworm breeding, making her the aunt of Changyi. She imparted her
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Chapter 18 Divine Remnants and the Dawn of Humanity

knowledge to the Shu clans, leading to the emergence of Cancong( #x
M\ ), the renowned silk growers, and the king of the Shu people.
Subsequently, when Changyi married into the Shu clan, their union,
symbolizing a blend of bird and fish, led to his assumption of another
royal title, Yufu( ff1 5% ), signifying a fish-catching water bird.

Zhuanxu made tremedous achievements under he reign of
Shaohao. So after Shaohao died, he passed the throne to Zhuangxu.
Zhuanxu, a remarkable leader from a young age, inherited the Yellow
Emperor’s virtues and ruling style, leading to a tribal alliance’s
flourishing, cultural thriving, and significant agricultural growth. He
prioritized water conservancy, personally leading irrigation efforts, and
emphasized diplomacy in fostering friendly relations with neighboring
tribes, resolving conflicts and expanding Chinese influence. Zhuanxu’s
governance marked the formation of unique Chinese cultural systems
and values, enriched through tribal exchanges, and his philosophy of
harmony between nature and humanity became integral to Chinese
culture, influencing generations and

During Zhuanxu’s reign, a significant event occurred that altered
the course of global history. When Zhuanxu ascended the throne, he
faced competition from various members of the Xia tribes who also
sought the position. Zhuanxu hailed from the Hua clan, while the Xia
encompassed a wide range of non-Hua clans subordinate to the Hua.
The Xia clans were spread across vast regions, from Sebria in the north
to the Indo-European grasslands, the Tibetan mountains, India, South
Asia, the Middle East, and even northern Africa and the Mediterranean.
The concept of Xia was thus expansive, making it difficult for even
modern historians to pinpoint a precise location for Xia. This was the
era before the Great Flood.

Within this context, a red-haired, half-snake, half-human creature
named Gonskon( 3£ T., Gonggong) emerged from the Kuiwei clan(
B [< ), a subgroup of the Xia associated with the Four Mountain
Clans( PU4 [ ). Gonskon challenged Zhuanxu for kingship. The people
of the Mountain Clans were known for their immense size and strength,

their close association with Tigor, and their volatile, brutal nature. They
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did not practice Daoism, lacked manners and rituals, and often acted on

impulse, destroying anything that stood in their way when provoked.

The conflict between Gonskon and Zhuanxu will shed light on the

hidden secrets of the ‘Kuafu chasing the Sun’ story. I will delve into this
in the upcoming chapter, leaving it as a suspense for now.

Changyi, hailing from the eastern coast of China, had a grandson
named Diku( 77 %% ), who was also the cousin of Zhuanxu. Records
about Diku’s mother remain sparse. Given that his grandfather was
portrayed as a bird and his father as a bridge-building snake, and that
Diku had a bird-like head, goat feet, and a hairy body, it is conceivable
that his mother belonged to a land-dwelling mammal species,
potentially tracing her lineage back to the Maoliu clan.

From his earliest years, Diku was unlike any other. His virtues
shone bright, and his intellect sparkled with a rare brilliance. By the
tender age of twelve or thirteen, his name had already spread far and
wide, and at fifteen, he was chosen by his cousin and reigning emperor,
Zhuanxu, to serve as his trusted aide. He filled a position with such
distinction that he was soon honoured with the title of Xin Hou.

When Zhuanxu passed away, the mantle of leadership fell upon
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Chapter 18 Divine Remnants and the Dawn of Humanity

the young shoulders of 30-year-old Diku. He ascended to the throne,
becoming the new sovereign of the land, with his capital at Bo. Under
his enlightened rule, the people flourished. Diku governed with a keen
eye for justice and a heart attuned to the needs of his subjects. He
balanced benevolence with authority, earning his people’s deep respect
and love.

Diku was not just a ruler; he was a cultural giant. He carried
forward the rich traditions of his ancestor, the Yellow Emperor,
prioritising agriculture, water conservation, etiquette, morality, and
education. His reign saw a flowering of culture and learning that laid the
foundation for the later glories of Chinese civilisation.

But Diku’s legacy extended beyond the borders of his realm.
He was a man with a vision that transcended the confines of his time.
He sought peace and understanding with neighbouring tribes and
civilisations, opening up avenues of cultural exchange that enriched his
people and those he engaged with. His diplomatic skills and inclusive
attitude were instrumental in expanding the influence and reach of
Chinese civilisation, making it a beacon of progress and harmony in an
often turbulent world.

Outstanding achievements also marked Diku’s personal life. He
sired several illustrious sons, including Hou Ji, Xi, Yao, and Zhi. They
grew up to become leaders in their own right, and their descendants
would continue to play pivotal roles in Chinese history and cultural
development.

The drama of Diku’s life was not just in the grandeur of his
achievements but also in the quiet moments of wisdom and reflection.
He was a man who understood the weight of responsibility that came
with power and who strove to use that power for the greater good. His
life and reign are a testament to the enduring power of vision, virtue,
and the will to serve others.

Yao, Shun, and Yu( 58%5% 5 )

Yao, the Son of Diku
Yao’s mother emerged from a stone, born of a divine god whose
essence flowed into the stone upon his passing. Following her birth
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from the stone, she was nurtured by a mortal woman named Chenfeng.
Despite her divine lineage, Yao’s mother formed deep emotional ties
with humanity, a sentiment that was passed down to Yao. As a result,
Yao understood human emotions and hardships better than any other

deity.

Following years of strife caused by the Gonskon clans, it was the
ordinary people who bore the brunt of the suffering. The divine leaders
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remained oblivious to the pain and hardships endured by mortals, but
Yao was acutely aware of them, thanks to his mother’s upbringing by a
human woman.

Yao burned to unite and expand the more extensive land of Huaxia
and become the undisputed ruler of all. But this was no easy task. While
the Sun-Gold Crows were powerful, other tribes possessed formidable
strengths.

As previously stated, Dishwen was the father of the ten sun
crows. However, following the rise of the Yellow Emperor, the tales
of Dishwen gradually vanished from public consciousness. After the
Yellow Emperor’s emergence, knowledge of Dishwen became obscure.
Nonetheless, Dishwen’s offspring continued to hold leadership positions
across the globe. It is possible that Yao belonged to the lineage of the
sun crows, but the exact connection is considerably more intricate. The
remaining nine sun crows are dispersed throughout different regions of
the world, each presiding over their own clans and civilizations.

Recognizing that he could not realize his aspirations single-
handedly, Yao began strategically planning and quietly laid the
groundwork for a revolt, aiming to become the world’s leader. He sent
envoys to convince the chiefs of various tribes, offering them prestige
and influence in exchange for their loyalty.

However, the Sun-Gold Crows were not a monolithic force.
Within their ranks, nine powerful generals known as the Gold Crows
each commanded their loyal followers. These Sun-Gold Crows were
scattered around the globe. They are named differently in their culture.

Discontented with Yao’s ambitions and machinations, they
conspired to overthrow him, plunging the tribe into chaos and division.

Learning of the rebellion, Yao did not panic. He understood that
this contest would determine Huaxia’s fate and must be cautiously
approached. While consolidating his power, he kept a close eye on the
movements of the nine Gold Crows.

The nine Gold Crows launched their rebellion on a dark and
stormy night. Leading their followers, they found a fierce attack on
Yao’s palace. But Yao was ready. With his loyal guard, he met the rebels
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in a desperate battle.

The fighting was brutal and intense, with both sides suffering
heavy losses. A mysterious hero emerged when the battle seemed to go
either way. It was Ngajs(Yi), a master archer with unequalled skill. He
pledged his support to Yao, vowing to help him quell the rebellion and

unite Huaxia.
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With bow in hand, Yi marshalled his forces to engage in
momentous battles against all the other sun crow clans. He released
nine arrows, each precisely finding its target and felling one of the
Gold Crows. The rebellion crumbled as their fallen leaders left them
in disarray, swiftly restoring order and cohesion among the Sun-Gold
Crows.

Grateful for Yi’s assistance, Yao gave him the title Marquis of the
Divine Arrow and granted him immense honour and power. With the
rebellion quelled, Yao turned his attention to unifying Huaxia. Through
his wisdom and charisma, he successfully brought the various tribes
under his banner, ushering in a new era of peace and prosperity.

Throughout his reign, Yao prioritized cultural education and
governance, carefully choosing wise and skilled individuals to aid
him in overseeing the land. He encouraged honesty, kindness, and
thrift, personally embodying these virtues for his subjects. Under his
stewardship, the predominantly human-led Huaxia civilization thrived.

In the age of Yao, a severe natural disaster threatened the land:
flooding. Rivers overflowed their banks, inundating vast areas and
displacing countless people. As the benevolent ruler of the time, Yao felt
a deep sense of responsibility to alleviate his people’s suffering.

Determined to tame the floods, Yao assembled his era’s wisest
minds and most skilled artisans. Together, they devised a strategy to
channel the floodwaters into the sea while reinforcing the riverbanks to
prevent future flooding.

The task was arduous and dangerous. Yao and his team braved the
raging waters, often risking their lives to ensure their efforts succeeded.
Through their perseverance and hard work, they gradually tamed the
floods, allowing the water to flow peacefully into the sea.

As the floodwaters receded, the people returned to their homes and
began to rebuild their lives. Yao’s leadership and dedication saved them
from a devastating fate, and he was hailed as a hero and a wise ruler.

Yao summoned Gun( #% ), a renowned leader of the time, to
take charge of taming the floods. Gun, famous for his strength and
determination, approached the task urgently. However, his methods
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were brute force and lacked finesse. Instead of seeking a sustainable
solution, such as redirecting the flow of water or strengthening
riverbanks, Gun opted for a quick fix: he ordered the construction of
dams to hold back the floodwaters.

At first, it seemed as if Gun’s approach might work. The dams
held, and the floodwaters were contained. But Gun’s solution was
flawed. The dams could not withstand the constant pressure of the
swelling rivers. Eventually, they collapsed, unleashing a deluge that was
even more devastating than the original flood.

The failure of Gun’s flood-control efforts had catastrophic
consequences for the people. Many lost their lives, and countless homes
and livelihoods were destroyed. The land was left in ruins, and the
people’s trust in their leaders was severely shaken.
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In the aftermath of the disaster, it became clear that Gun’s approach
had been misguided. His focus on short-term solutions and lack of
foresight had led to even greater suffering. The lesson of Gun’s failure
was profound: authentic leadership requires strength, determination,
wisdom, and a commitment to finding sustainable solutions that benefit
the people in the long term.

During Yao’s reign, he accomplished remarkable feats. He
dispatched expeditions to measure the earth, reaching as far as the
north and south poles. His meticulous data on the earth’s geography
was unparalleled, encompassing detailed knowledge of every mountain
and river, climatic and seasonal variations, circulation patterns, mineral
resources, and much more. Leveraging this comprehensive information,
he established calendars and time measurement systems, laying the
foundations of earth physics. Before Yao’s reign, the deities had shown
little concern for human living conditions and the environment. Yao’s
efforts were entirely focused on advancing humanity. Aspiring to make
humans the rightful stewards of the earth, rather than the deities, he
broke with tradition and chose not to pass his throne to a descendant
of the deities. Instead, he selected a man named Shun from among
the common people, not solely for his talents but for his exemplary
moral character. This marked the beginning of human ascendance and
planted the seeds of what would later become Confucianism. To some
extent, his vision of transferring power to humans influenced Emperor
Qinshihuang, and subsequent generations had limited knowledge of the
ancient world.

However, Yao knew that his role as a leader was not just about
personal heroism. He understood that the welfare of his people
depended on a just and capable successor. After careful consideration,
he chose Shun, a virtuous and talented individual, as his heir. Yao
abdicated his throne to Shun, not because he was forced to, but because
he believed it was his people’s best course of action.

Shun was born into a humble family, overshadowed by his blind
father’s cruelty and his stepmother’s scheming. His younger half-
brother, Xiang, was spoiled and often plotted against Shun, seeking to
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usurp his rightful place. Despite this, Shun never wavered in his filial
piety, treating them kindly even in the face of their malice.

His talents did not go unnoticed. Emperor Yao, a just ruler seeking
a worthy successor, heard of Shun’s virtues and decided to test him.
He gave Shun various tasks, each more challenging than the last, from
tending to the fields to administering justice. Shun excelled in every
endeavour, his natural leadership and compassion shining through.

But the actual test of Shun’s character came when he faced
personal tragedy. His father and stepmother plotted to kill him, going so
far as to trap him in a burning warehouse. Miraculously, Shun escaped
unharmed, his virtue protecting him even in the face of certain death.
Instead of seeking revenge, he forgave them, embodying the spirit of
benevolence and harmony.

Yao, impressed by Shun’s unwavering morality and capabilities,
eventually offered him his throne. Shun, however, was reluctant to
accept, preferring to serve the people rather than rule over them. It was
only after much persuasion that he finally agreed to become emperor.

Under Shun’s reign, the land flourished. He governed with wisdom
and justice, appointing able ministers and implementing policies that
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benefited the people. His kindness and virtue inspired loyalty and
respect from all who knew him, and his legacy as a paragon of virtue
and wisdom has endured through the ages.

Great Yu was determined to gain complete mastery over the floods;
thus, he journeyed from the interior of China to the Kunlun Mountains.
There, he vowed to follow the rivers’ paths until they reached their
natural conclusion in the depths of the seas. As the successor to his
father, Gun, who had unsuccessfully battled the floods for years, Yu
learned from his father’s experiences and implemented a unique flood
management strategy. He redirected the waters, guiding them safely
toward the sea.

His party traversed treacherous terrains, facing danger and
uncertainty at every turn. They crossed deserts, scaled mountains, and
waded through swamps, all while mapping the courses of the rivers and
learning the secrets of water’s flow.

As they moved westwards, their path led them to Central Asia,
where they encountered cultures and tribes that had never seen such an
endeavour before. Great Yu shared his knowledge and skills, teaching
the locals how to dig canals, build dams, and redirect the water flow.
These people, in turn, took these skills with them, spreading them across
Central Asia, Persia, and even the far reaches of the West.

Years passed, and Great Yu’s legacy grew with each passing river
and canal dug. The art of water management reached new heights in the
Assyrian era when they perfected the techniques of underground water
drainage and diversion. In ancient Persia, the people dug over 20,000
kilometres of covert river channels, a testament to the refinement of this
old skill.

Even in the distant reaches of China, specifically in the Xinjiang
region of the west, Great Yu’s influence was felt. The Karakul Canal
System, a magnificent feat of underground water engineering, spanned
over 5,000 kilometres, irrigating vast swathes of farmland and
transforming the desert into a fertile oasis.

As the story unfolded, it symbolised human resilience and
ingenuity. Great Yu’s tale is not just a story of one man’s quest to tame
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nature; it’s a testament to the power of cooperation, knowledge sharing,
and perseverance. Through his efforts, a people found hope amid
the devastation, and a skill that began in one land would become the
foundation for global water management.
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